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St. Apthony Catholic Church

THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT

, A “Shout for Joy, O Daughter Zion!”
- Gaudete Sunday

“ The Antonian”
Temperance, Michigan

Pecember 13, 2009

Fr. Brian’s Blarney
The Sacrament of Anointing of the Sick

Here is a good article regarding the Sacrament of the Anointing of the Sick. It
explains in detail a question regarding how the Sacrament is viewed in light of a
question about anointing a child. This lay canon lawyer goes to great length to
explain how the Church views the Sacrament and some of the misperceptions
that were wrapped around the Sacrament when it was called Last Rites as well as
some of the abuses after Vatican II.

What Ms. Caridi did not cover was the reception of the Sacrament before
Surgery. [ have found in my own experience of being anointed before surgery
and anointing others before surgery that the surgeries go well and the recovery
time can be lessened. I do like her explanation of the grace received so as not to
become discouraged. It is possible to become discouraged, because we are not
recovering as well as we would like. The Sacrament provides for that as well, so
that we are not tempted by the devil to discouragement after surgery or even at
the time of death. That is one of the reasons that we pray for Mary’s
intercession in the Hail Mary — “pray for us now and at the hour of our death.”

When it comes to receiving the Sacrament before surgery, please feel free to
call me to set up a time to be anointed. Many times if [ am free, I can anoint you
right after daily or Sunday Mass. It helps if I have a heads up, so that I can
prepare or break free from greeting people in the back of church or the Narthex
to anoint you. It only takes a few minutes, so it is generally not a problem.
Sometimes people call a few weeks ahead of surgery, so as to let me know, and
they are anointed the Sunday or one of the weekdays right before they go into
the hospital.

Can Catholic Children Receive the Last Rites?
Posted By Cathy Caridi, J.C.L. On December 3, 2009

Q: Some years ago, a good friend’s two-year-old daughter died of a congenital
problem. Only recently she told me that when the priest came to see them all in
the hospital when the girl was dying, they asked him to anoint their daughter, but
he said no. He told them she didn’t need it because she was “innocent.” This
evidently didn’t bother the family, but I was shocked! Isn’t every Catholic
supposed to receive the last rites when he’s dying? -Melanie

A: It may be surprising to many Catholics, but no, it is not appropriate to
administer the sacrament of Anointing of the Sick-also known as Last Rites, or
Extreme Unction-to every baptized Catholic, even when he is dying. (See the [1]
November 17, 2007 column for a different example of this.) The rules regarding
who should and should not be anointed, (continued on today’s insert..........)

The “0” Antiphons
The O Antiphons are seven verses in
the Liturgy of the Hours that contain
powerful pleas for the coming of the
Lord. They are chanted or recited
during Vespers on the last seven days
of Advent. They are:
Dec. 17: O Sapientia
(O Wisdom)
Dec. 1&: O Adonai
(O Sacred Lord)
Dec. 19: O Radix Jesse
(O Flower of Jesse’s stem)
Dec. 20: O Clavis David
(O Key of David)
Dec. 21: O Oriens
(O Radiant Dawn)
Dec. 22: O Rex Gentium
(O King of All Nations)
Dec. 23: O Emmanuel

If you take the first letter of each
Latin title starting backward at Dec.
23, you will form the Latin words, Ero
Cras which mean,

“Tomorrow | will come.”

O Come, O Come, Emmanuel!

—_—

This Week’s Mass Schedule
Dec. 14 - 18, 2009

Monday: 7:15am

Tuesday: 7:15am
Wednesday: No Mass
Thursday: No Mass

Friday: 9:00am
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ST. ANTHONY’S
CHURCH DIRECTORY

PASTOR

Father Brian Hurley................854-1143
fatherbrianhurley@stanthonytemperance.org
Rectory......coooviiiiiiiiiiiii, 854-1143
4605 St. Anthony Road.
Fax......ooooiiiiiiiii 854-4622
Web site................ stanthonytemperance.org
E-mail....................... stanthony@bex.net
Convent.............coooevviiiiiiiinin 854-2779
4607 St. Anthony Road
School............oooiiii 854-1160
4609 St. Anthony Road
PaduaHall............................... 854-9120
4611 St. Anthony Road
KennaHall.............................. 854-9162

4635 St. Anthony Road
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DIRECTOROFRELIGIOUSEDUCATION
Faith Weber.............o.oeeiive. 854-1143 #5
Email........ dredu@stanthonytemperance.org
DIRECTOR OF LITURGY & MUSIC
Sharon Metz.............oooienne. (734)625-7176
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Weekend Mass Schedule

Saturday 5:00pm
Sunday 8:00am, 10:00am, & 12Noon
Holy Days Check bulletin
Sacrament of Penance
Saturday 3:30-4:30pm
Devotions
First Friday 7:00pm Mass
First Saturday 8:00am Mass

Our Lady of Perpetual Help
- Wednesday @ 6:45pm
Prayer Chain
Gloria Knaggs..............c.o..... 856-2389 or
Rachel Renn...................oc 856-5151

t Our Sacramental Policy *

Six-month  Parish registration and
participation are required for Baptism,
Confirmation and Marriage.
Baptisms: Second Sunday of the month;
Arrangements must be made in advance and
parents must attend a baptism class. The
Church requires that at least one of the parents
be a practicing Catholic; and anyone wishing
to serve as a Godparent must be an active,
practicing, fully initiated Catholic at least 16
years of age.
Marriage: Arrangements must be made at
least nine months in advance. Please call the
rectory office. Officiate at the ceremony must
be St. Anthony Parish Pastor or a family
member.
Funerals:  Officiate must be St. Anthony
Parish Pastor or a family member.
Please note: The services of the Parish
Organist are used for all sacramental liturgies.

For more details regarding our Sacramental
policies and procedures, please refer to the
Sacrament link on our Parish web-site; the
monthly  bulletin insert, or the Parish
Directory.

Mark Your Calendars......

»Christian Mother’s Bake Sale
-Dec. 12 & 13

»K of C Breakfast - Dec. 13
»Family Bowling - Dec. 27

»Card Nights in Padua Hall
- Saturdays in January

St. Anthony Catholic Church, Temperance

This Week’s Calendar

Monday, December 14, 2009
7:15am - Mass
10am - Prayer Blankets - Narthex

- Followed by Lunch at Firehouse 47
11am - Communion to Eagle Stone
4:45-6pm - R.E. Grades 1-8
6:30pm - RCIA - Padua Hall
Tuesday, December 15, 2009

. Mark
Your Calendar

Prayer Blanket Ministry

Our Prayer Blanket Ministry continues
to grow. So far, we’ve distributed
blankets to over 275 people.  Blankets
will be in the Narthex today to be tied.
Blanket requests may be made anytime
by calling Sandy Maenle at 847-7813 or
the Parish Office at 854-1143.

More Prayer Blanket Notes

Following the December 14 Prayer
Blanket meeting, we’ll be gathering at
Firehouse 47 for lunch.  All those
involved in the Prayer Blanket Ministry
are invited to attend this holiday get-
together to celebrate with each other the
anticipated joy of Christmas.

(Each person is responsible for the cost
of their meal.)

and
Dear St. Anthony Family,

Thank you so much for the beautiful
prayer blanket and all of your prayers
and cards before and after my surgery.
They gave me strength and hope! Please
continue to pray for me. You are always
in my prayers. Love and gratitude,

Sandy Maenle
RARRRXRXR
Our Life is like a tapestry
of intricate design
With lovely patterns taking shape
as colors intertwine
Some of the threads we weave ourselves
by things we choose to do -
Sometimes a loving Father’s touch
adds a special hue.
And though tomorrow’s pattern
is not for us to see-
We can trust His perfect hand
through all eternity.

7:15am - Mass

10am - Rosary Makers - Padua Hall
11am - Communion to Aspen Grove
Floors in Kenna Hall to be done
Wednesday, December 16, 2009

No Mass

6:45pm - Perpetual Help Devotions
7pm - Adult Faith Formation - Padua Hall
Thursday, December 17, 2009

7pm - Choir Practice

Friday, December 18, 2009

9:00am - Mass

3:30 - 5pm - Little Flowers - Padua Hall
Saturday, December 19, 2009
11am-12pm - Children’s Choir - Church
3:30pm - Confessions

5:00pm- Mass

Sunday, December 20, 2009

4th Sunday of Advent

8:00am; 10:00am; 12Noon - Masses
3pm - Kenna Hall Rental

7:30pm - Boy Scouts - KH Scout Room

The Mass with Jubilarians for

2010 will be held Sunday, February 14
at Noon.

Parishioners who will be celebrating a
milestone anniversary in 2010 (25, 30, 35,
40, 45, 50+), please call the Parish Office.
Papal Blessings are ordered for 25 & 50th
anniversaries; please call as soon as
possible since they need to be ordered.

Check these out...

Family Bowling
Sunday, December 27, 2009 2-6pm
New Glass Bowl on 5133 Telegraph Road
Cost: $2 per game (includes shoes)
Bring the entire Family and your friends
for this fun-filled afternoon.

Card Nights in January
7:00pm in Padua Hall
Saturdays in January (9, 16, 23, & 30)
Euchre tables will be set up for lots of
card playing, keen competition, and
LOTS of fun. There will also be other
games for those who aren‘t big Euchre
fans but want to come for the fun.
Snacks will be provided;

Bring Your Own Beverage

=

—— Please keep in your prayers

all our service men and women,
especially those currently serving in
Iraq or Afghanistan:
¥ 1st Cl. Petty Officer Matthew Gloyd
¥ LC Jereme McNeely (Marines)
¥¢  SSG David Lee Sherman
¥ Navy Corpsman Thomas Rozanski




St. Anthony Catholic Church, Temperance

1+ MASS SCHEDULE t
Monday, December 14, 2009
John of the Cross, Priest & Doctor
7:15am tBemard Nusbaum
by Mike & Carol Miletti

tAnne Lisek by
Ray & Marjorie Ann
Numbers 24:2-7,15-17a
Matthew 21:23-27
Tuesday, December 15, 2009
7:15am Gerald & Dorothy Rable, Jr.
by Gerald Rable, Jr.
Zephaniah 3:1-2,9-13
Matthew 21:28-32
Wednesday, December 16, 2009
No Mass

Isaiah 45:6b-8,18,21b-25
Luke 7:18b-23
Thursday, December 17, 2009
No Mass
Genesis 49:2,8-10
Matthew 1:1-17
Friday, December 18, 2009
9:00am tStan Kremnetz
by Virginia VanKirk on
Behalf of the Family
Jeremiah 23:5-8
Matthew 1:18-25
Saturday, December 19, 2009
Judges 13:2-7,24-25a
Luke 1:5-25

Fourth Sunday of Advent - Vigil
5:00pm tJim Jacobs
by Bernice Heidleberg
Fourth Sunday of Advent
December 20, 2009

8am  tWilliam Thom
by Debbie Pasko on
Behalf of the Family
10am  tBarbara Rozanski

by Florence Rozanski
12Noon The People of St. Anthony
Micah 5:1-4a
Hebrews 10:5-10
Luke 1:39-45
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....Let us Pray for....

Leah Ameye
Sue Boyne
Nancy Buchanan
Dan Carey
John Decker, Jr.
Ashley DeFalco
Bob Deters
Fr. Greg Deters
Bob Drees
Virginia Eliason
Susan Fields
Kari Flom
Marge Gibbons
Eleanor Glinski
John Gotha
Gary Harman
Larry Hartman
Shelley Henning
Bryce Henning
Richard Holmes, Sr.
Peg ltle
Mary Ann Koltoniak
Robin Kraemer
Kenneth Krohn
Donald LaPratt
Gus LaRoy
Audrey Lawrence
Brad Lindsey
John Luchansky

Gerry MacAdams
Sandy Maenle
Anne McElroy

Amy Miller
Julie Miller

Jackie Nusbaum
Adam Pienert
Eleanor Pighin

Mary Catherine Pirolli

Braden Poindexter
Patricia Rank
Eileen Rushlow
Fr. Jim Sanford

Bill Snipe
Vic Stevens
Terry Stoll
Mary Tilk
Rachel Vandewiele
Dallas Voss
Marcia Voss
Carl Watson
Jack Weiser
Ann Marie Weller
Luanne Wernert
Pat White
Ryan Whittaker
Ann Ziegler
Austin Ziegler

Pray without Ceasing

“What ought we to do?”
Let joy and gladness
show forth in you. You
are called to be in the presence of
Jesus (Luke3:10-18). If you think
you are being called to the
priesthood, contact Fr. Tim Birney,
Director of Priestly Vocations at 313
—237-5875 or visit our Web site:
www.vocationsdetroit.org.

Contribution envelopes for 2010
are now in last pew. All registered
families should have a box with their
name on it; anyone who doesn’t find a
box should sign their name on the sheet
provided.

The ongoing policy for contribution
envelopes is that every time you attend
Mass you should put an envelope in the
collection basket, regardless of the
amount inside. This is the best way for
us know that you are an active,
practicing member of St. Anthony.

K of C Breakfact Buffot

TODAY

y December 13, 2009

~ 8:30am -11:30am
In Kenna Hall.

Bring the family for delicious food
and unbeatable
K of C hogpitality!

All Are Welcomel!

Liturgical Assignments - December 19 ¢ 20, 2009

Saturday, 5:00pm | Sunday, 8:00am | Sunday, 10:00am | Sunday, Noon
Priest Fr. Brian Fr. Brian Fr. Brian Fr. Brian
Readers E. Shaffer K. Dressel J. VanBrandt D. Strzelewicz
Extra-ordinary M.K. Stobinski M. Dressel J. Oehlers N. Flynn
Ministers of Holy | F. Stobinski L. Cousino R. Oehlers M. Lindsey
Communion
Altar Servers M. Schultz P. DiTerlizzi H. Ramsey J. Updike

M. Schultz R. Dressel R. Ramsey J. Updike

K. Stobinski D. Knaggs J. Bunge S. Updike

S. Updike




Fr. Brian’s Blarney, continued

and when an anointing should be requested, are unclear to many average Catholics today. This is partly because after
Vatican II, some of the rules regarding this sacrament received an overhaul — and while this was intended to clarify its
application, the changes actually sparked some confusion. Let’s take a look first at the general purpose of this sacrament,
and then at the answer to Melanie’s specific question.

The Catechism sums up beautifully the theological rationale behind the Anointing of the Sick:A particular gift of the Holy
Spirit, the first grace of this sacrament is one of strengthening, peace and courage to overcome the difficulties that go with
the condition of serious illness or the frailty of old age. This grace is a gift of the Holy Spirit, who renews trust and faith in
God and strengthens against the temptations of the evil one, the temptation to discouragement and anguish in the face of
death. This assistance from the Lord by the power of his Spirit is meant to lead the sick person to healing of the soul, but
also of the body if such is God’s will. Furthermore, “if he has committed sins, he will be forgiven” ([2] CCC_1520).

Most Catholics traditionally have viewed this sacrament as providing aid to the dying so that they die a good Christian
death, and that’s not incorrect. But there is more to the anointing of the sick than simply giving dying Catholics a good
spiritual “push” in the right direction as they depart from this life. There is an underlying link between this sacrament and
the sacrament of Penance. Both are directed, each in its own way, toward spiritual healing. The Catechism notes further that
“Penance, the Anointing of the Sick and the Eucharist as viaticum constitute at the end of Christian life ‘the sacraments that
prepare for our heavenly homeland’ or the sacraments that complete the earthly pilgrimage” ([3] CCC_1525).

In other words, it is because we are sinners that we may, as the Catechism puts it, be tempted to discouragement and
anguish in the face of death. For centuries, moral theologians have routinely noted that after the devil successfully tempts us
to sin, he next tempts us to despair of God’s forgiveness. This anguish can be hard enough to battle when we are in the best
of health and thinking lucidly. But when a person realizes that he is dying, such doubts about his salvation and the fear of
punishment are heaped on top of the physical illness and weakness that accompany the natural dying process. Needless to
say, this can be a tremendously difficult combination — and thus the real need for this sacrament.

What exactly was the post-Vatican Il “overhaul” mentioned above? Basically, the Church’s emphasis on the fact that
anointing is for the dying sometimes used to lead people to defer reception of the sacrament until it was too late. Catholics
were hesitant to request anointing if it wasn’t completely obvious that the sick person was actually dying right now.
Unfortunately, this meant that sick Catholics and their family members often waited too long to contact a priest, and the
person died without this valuable spiritual benefit. And since it makes no theological sense to anoint the body of a person
whose soul has already left it, the sacrament cannot be administered once it is clear that a person has died (cf. [4] c. 1005).

To counter this problem, the Church began officially to stress that anointing of the sick is not to be postponed until the very
last minute. This is why the law on this subject in the current Code of Canon Law is worded more broadly than was the
previous law. [4] Canon 1004.1 notes that any Catholic who has reached the use of reason may be anointed once he begins
to be in danger by reason of illness or old age. The phrase, “begins to be in danger” is key. If someone might reasonably
conclude that a serious illness, a grave accident, or significant health complications arising from old age may cause him or a
loved one to die soon, it is time to request the sacrament of anointing of the sick.

Obviously, discerning whether or not the time is right is a judgment call. One might very well receive the sacrament and
then recover his health completely! In fact, there are countless Catholics alive today who will tell you that after receiving
this sacrament on their hospital beds, they felt renewed physical as well as spiritual strength. Many are personally
convinced that their recovery was connected to their anointing, and this is totally in keeping with the healing of the body
mentioned in the Catechism paragraph cited above. Their subsequent survival does not mean that they were wrong to
receive the sacrament, which can be received multiple times as circumstances warrant ([4] c. 1004.2).

At the same time, however, care should be taken not to err in the opposite direction, by requesting the sacrament the instant
that one feels unwell. After the phraseology of the law was changed, there was much misunderstanding as to the nature of
this sacrament, which sometimes was misleadingly described as being “not only for the dying any more.” Parishes
occasionally would organize “healing services,” at which the anointing of the sick was administered to anyone with any
health problem. [ myself remember well a pastor who, after the promulgation of the new Code of Canon Law in 1983,
encouraged parishioners with hayfever and other non-life-threatening medical conditions to be anointed! It should be clear
from the wording of the code that this is an abuse of the sacrament, which is still intended for the dying. Fortunately, such
blatant abuses appear to be disappearing.

But what about anointing dying two-year-old children? The answer to Melanie’s question lies in a single phrase of canon



1004.1, already quoted above: the sacrament is to be administered to the faithful who have reached the age of reason. We
all know that infants and very young children are mentally incapable of understanding right and wrong; only when they are
old enough can they comprehend the significance of their actions and be held accountable for them. Thus a child who has
not yet reached the age of reason cannot sin, because he cannot choose between good and evil. He is intellectually unable to
make such a conscious moral decision.

The actual age at which a child attains the use of reason naturally varies. But both moral theologians and canonists
traditionally have held it to be roughly the age of seven. This is why [5] canon 97.2 notes that a child is not legally
presumed to have reached the age of reason until his seventh birthday.

If a child has never sinned, and is too young to even understand what sin is all about, it follows that “the temptation to
discouragement and anguish in the face of death” which the Catechism describes as a consequence of sin will be absent.
Thus the intended purpose of the anointing of the sick is not served by administering it to a child under the age of reason.

Interestingly, while already we’ve seen that the current canons on this sacrament reflect some different, post-Vatican II
wording, the fact that very young children should not be anointed has not changed. A document from the Sacred
Congregation for Divine Worship back in 1972 noted that “sick children may be anointed if they have sufficient use of
reason to be strengthened by this sacrament.” That was nearly 40 years ago, but no subsequent directives have ever been
issued by the Vatican to change it.

The fact that some children attain reason at a younger-than-average age is addressed in [4] canon 1005, which states that if
there is a doubt as to whether the person to be anointed has reached the age of reason, the priest is to administer the
sacrament. Again, this is a judgment call. If (say) a precocious five-year-old has previously demonstrated that he appreciates
the implications of choosing between good and bad, it is entirely possible that even at such a young age he has already
committed sin. Anointing a child in such a case may therefore be appropriate.

But in the case Melanie describes, the priest who would not anoint a two-year-old girl because she was “innocent” was
correct. While some children attain reason at a younger-than-average age, it is difficult to find cause to assume this of
someone so young as two! Assuming that this child had already been baptized, she was spiritually prepared to enter Heaven
at her death. (We see here incidentally a good example of why children should be baptized as early as possible, an issue
addressed in the [6] October 1, 2009 column.)

There’s no question that family members and friends should naturally mourn the death of a loved one, particularly of such a
tiny child. It was entirely fitting that the parish priest should visit the family in the hospital, to console and strengthen them
all spiritually as best he could. He probably blessed the dying little girl, but he rightly understood that there was no need to
anoint her. As one who was surely sinless, her soul flew right to Heaven without it.

Article printed from Catholic Exchange: http://catholicexchange.com

URL to article: http://catholicexchange.com/2009/12/03/124709/

URLs in this post: [1] November 17, 2007 column: http://catholicexchange.com/2007/11/17/81130/
[2] CCC 1520: http://www.vatican.va/archive/ENG0015/ _ P4N.HTM

[3] CCC 1525: http://www.vatican.va/archive/ENG0015/  P40.HTM

[4] c. 1005: http://www.vatican.va/archive/ENG1104/ P3IM.HTM

[5] canon 97.2: http://www.vatican.va/archive/ENG1104/  PC.HTM

[6] October 1, 2009 column: http://catholicexchange.com/2009/10/01/122327/



